Differences Between Materialist and Christian Civilization
however, that once an autocrat is in the saddle he
does not voluntarily abdicate his powers. The revolt
from reason which is the mark of modern materialism
is not likely to allow liberty for the exercise of the
very faculty which it discounts.
The objection will no doubt be raised that
Christian States have hardly been conspicuous for
their tolerance of freedom. The Holy Inquisition
laid a trail of human cruelty as ferocious as any
savage terrorism, and most Christian bodies, Protes-
tant as well as Catholic, have ugly records in their
cupboard. The answer to this charge is that we have
never yet seen a Christian civilization or a Christian
State. Nations have perverted Christianity to their
own ends, but they have never applied it. Moreover,
we must remember that materialism is true to its
principles when it creates the tyrannical State.
Christianity is true to its principles only if it allows
liberty of thought to pagan, agnostic, or heretic,
relying on rational persuasion and abjuring all
violent aids to conversion.
Can the Materialist State be Humanitarian ?
The moment that man is regarded as a machine
rather than a reasoning animal, his status as an
individual becomes seriously affected. He is needed
as a worker, but his individuality per se entitles him
to no rights. The materialist State will educate him
when he is too young to work, and pension him when
he is too ill or old to work. It will strive to provide
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